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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend the claims as follows. This listing of claims will replace ail prior listings. 

I. -8. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently Amended) The-AJock assembly comprismf2:a s4^^ 

a housing which defines an axis, said housing including a retainer engagement 

feature extending from said housing and a housing retainer groove: 

a core assembly receivable within said housing along said axis; and 

a retainer haying a first leg, a second leg and a bridge portion between said first leg 

and said second leg, said bridge portion having an aperture located there through, said retainer 
engageable with said housing retainer groove at on angle not perpendicular to said axis to 
initially pass over said retainer engagement feature extending from said housing during insertion 
of the retainer into the housing retainer groove and said core assembly transverse said axis to 
retain said core assembly within said housing said retainer engagement feature is engageable with 
said aperture to retain said retainer within said housing. 

10. (Previously Presented) The lock assembly as Tecited in claim 9, wherein said retainer 
engagement feature comprises an angled detent. 

II. -14. (Canceled) 

15. (Currently Amended) : Fhe-A front loading lock assembly comprising:t tfr4^ei^d"m^l^Htt44 ? 

a housing which defines an axis, said housing including a retainer engagement 

feature extending from said housing; 
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a core assembly receivable within said housing along: said axis, said core assembly 

comprising a flange which engages said housing to locale said core assembly at a 
predetermined distance along said axis; and 

a retainer having a first leg, a second lea and a bridge portion between said first leg 

and said second leg, said bridge portion having an aperture located there through, said retainer 
engageable with said housing and said core, assembly to retain said core assembly within said 
housing, said retainer recei vable with a housing retainer groove at an angle not perpendicular to 
said axis to initially pass oyer said retainer engagement feature daring insertion of the retainer 
into the housing retainer groove and a core assembly retainer groove transverse said axis wherein 
said retainer engagement feature is engageable with said aperture to retain said retainer within said 
housing. 

16* (Previously Presented) The front loading lock assembly as recited in claim 15, 
wherein said retainer engagement feature comprises an angled detent. 

17,-18. (Canceled) 

19. (Currently Amended) A method afr-feeit ed in claim 47r of mounting a core 
assembly within a housing of a lock assembly comprising the steps of: 

fa) inserting the core assembly within a bore in the housing along an axis; 

fb) aligning a housing retainer groove and a core assembly retainer groove: 

(ci inserting a retainer into the housing retainer groove to initially pass over a retainer 
engagement feature extending from the housing during insertion of the retainer 
into the housing retainer groove and the core a ssembly retai ner groove transverse 
the axis; and 
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(cD selectively securing the retainer to the housing bvw bgff gin & uid ?j tep (d) furth e r 
comprises: biasing an engagement detent extending from the housing at least 
partially through an aperture in the retainer. 

20. (Canceled) 

21. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A lock assembly comprising; 

a housing which defines an axis* said housing including a retainer engagement feature; 
a core assembly receivable within said housing along said axis; and 
a mtainer engageabJe with said housing and said core assembly transverse said axis to 
retain said core assembly within said housing, said retainer includes a first leg, a second leg and a 
bridge portion between said first leg and said second leg, said bridge portion including an 
aperture engageable with said retainer engagement feature to retain said retainer within said 
housing. 

22. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A front-loading lock assembly comprising: 

a housing which defines an axis, said housing including a retainer engagement feature; 
a core assembly receivable within said housing along said axis, said core assembly 
comprising a flange which engages said housing to locate said core assembly at a predetermined 
distance along said axis; and 

a U-shaped retainer engageable with said housing and said core assembly to retain said 
core assembly within said housing, said retainer receivable with a housing retainer groove and a 
core assembly retainer groove transverse said axis, said retainer includes a first leg, a second leg 
and a bridge portion between said first leg and said second leg, said bridge portion including an 
aperture engageable with said retainer engagement feature to retain said retainer within said 
housing. 
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23. (Canceled) 

24. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method of mounting a core assembly within a 
housing of a lock assembly comprising the steps of: 

(a) inserting the core assembly within a bore in the housing along an axis; 

(b) aligning a housing retainer groove and a core assembly retainer groove; 

(c) inserting a retainer into the housing retainer groove and the core assembly retainer 
groove trans vene the axis; and 

(d) selectively securing the retainer to the housing by biasing an engagement detent 
extending from the housing at least partially through an aperture in the retainer. 

25. -27. (Canceled) 

28. (Currently Amended) : Phe-A lock assembly as roc ited 4 n claim 1 . comprising: 
a housing which defines an axis, said housing including a retainer 

engagement feature extending from said housing and a housing retainer groove, wherein said 
retainer engagement feature extending from said housing extends parallel to said axifei 

a core assembly receivable within said housing along said axis: and 

a retainer engageablo with said housing retainer groove to initially pass over said 

retainer engagement feature extending from said housing during insertion of the retainer into the 
housing retainer groove and said core assembly transverse said axis to retain said core assembly 
within said housing, 

29. (Currently Amended) : Fhe-A front-loading lock assembly as-re eitod in claim 
44 ?comprising: 
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a housing which defines an axis, said housing including a retainer engagement 

feature extending from said housing, wherein said retainer engagement feature extending from 
said housing extends parallel to said axis?; 

a core assembly receivable within said housing along said axis, said core assembly 

comprising a flange which engages said housing to locate said core assembly at a 

predetermined distance along said axis; and 

a retainer engageable with said housing and said core assembly to retain said core 

assembly within said housing, said retainer receivable with a housing retainer groove to initially 
pass over said retainer engagement feature during insertion of the retainer into the housing 
retainer groove and a core assembly retainer groove transverse said axis. 

30.-33 (Canceled) 
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